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Marjaree S. Newman School in Glastonbury, Conn.,
brainstorm about "making a difference," they typically
consider the global community and how they can help.

Their kindness, love, and creativity always fill the school
with joy. Students and faculty came to a recent school-wide

presentation to hear a chance to win $1 million, but the
prize went to each of the school's 575 seventh graders.
Each of the six winning class-winning projects earned a

$10,000 stipend, but the overwhelming story is the
generous outpouring of support from the school's alumni. I

speak as a teacher who has taught the International
Baccalaureate program for 13 years, and I know firsthand

the importance and the value of self-directed problem-
based learning. I also speak as a parent who sees firsthand

the inspiration and the benefits of the IB program. With the
overarching goal of well-rounded, knowledge-rich, holistic,
and career-ready graduates, I commend Sen. Marco Rubio's

interest in expanding the International Baccalaureate
program in the United States. There is no downside to this
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new school, which is bringing together the best minds in the
world to find ways to improve water quality, while also
bringing together students to explore their individual

interests and talents. The Salon de l'Agriculture in the heart
of Montreux, Switzerland, is an example of the power of

industry and education to improve one of the world's most
critical problems: water pollution. I've never seen the steam

hiss that comes from my parents' shower. I've never seen
my mother inhale her morning coffee. I've never seen my
father brew his own coffee, cool it, and let it sit overnight.
I've never seen my father swing a hammer, dig a hole, or

paint a wooden frame. The Illinois State Board of
Education has made it very difficult for public school

teachers who want to teach sex education to do so in an age-
appropriate manner. According to the Illinois State

Constitution, "subjects taught shall be limited to those that
will fit the age, capacities, and conditions of the pupils to
be instructed." The year 2015 is beginning well for those
who care about women's rights and global poverty. Most
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