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of two deadly overdose deaths, New York State legislators want to ban kratom An herbal substance has been blamed for two

recent deaths in which heroin users injected themselves with too much. Authorities found kratom in both. After two New York
residents died from kratom overdose deaths in October, state lawmakers now say the supplement might be dangerous and should

be banned. “The deaths we have had were part of the opioid epidemic that exists,” Rep. Sean Ryan, a Democrat from
Westchester County, told the Associated Press. “Kratom can potentially be deadly.” Last week, police found an 18-year-old man

unconscious on a Rochester street. An empty syringe was found nearby. The young man had traces of heroin in his system,
according to police, but there was no kratom in his blood. Instead, investigators found kratom in his home. In September, an
18-year-old Niagara Falls man collapsed on a road and died. The man had used heroin and meth in the past but had recently

been on a kratom-only regimen. Police found kratom in his system, and a post-mortem analysis showed he died from an
overdose. “Kratom should be made illegal,” Sen. Michael Ranzenhofer, a Republican from Genesee County, told the AP. “It has

played a role in two deaths here, and it needs to be banned.” The synthetic opioid has come under a lot of scrutiny. The Drug
Enforcement Administration has said that people who use kratom—a leafy tree originating in Southeast Asia—risk addiction

and even death. In some cases, people have overdosed on kratom. Others have had their lives saved by it. Kratom—which is also
a street name for Mitragyna speciose, Mitragyna inermis and Mitragyna amplia, three distinct species of tree—has become a

new player in the battle against heroin abuse. After being “frozen out” of the U.S. market by the DEA, kratom now grows in the
jungles of Southeast
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