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on about the end of the universe, but if astronomers could time their events to
coincide with ours, they would be able to study a key period in the formation of
our galaxy. The big question is whether a supermassive black hole is generated at
the same time as the rest of the galaxy or some time later. The one in our own
Milky Way has a mass equal to 1.4 billion suns, and this is constantly voraciously
gobbling up matter that is ejected from the galaxy by the sun's gale-like winds.
Supermassive black holes are thought to be the remnants of the big bang, or the
birth of the galaxy itself, and they have been seen in the centre of most galaxies.
Whether they are the same age as the galaxy is not clear. On the one hand the
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