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January.Telephone call answering systems are used to allow a party calling a telephone number to
reach a selected extension of an answering machine connected to the telephone network. The

answering machine can play a message to a caller, wait for the caller to depress a particular key or
keys to cause a verbal response, and then record the caller's message. This information can then be

retrieved by a called party. Many answering machines have a built-in speaker for amplifying the
voice information of the answering machine. In addition, an answering machine may record a caller's
message automatically. This is done by first detecting when the answering machine has received an
incoming call, and then recording the caller's message on the answering machine. A disadvantage of

known telephone call answering systems is that the automatic recording of the caller's message
requires an uninterruptible power supply (UPS). Typically, this is achieved by connecting the

answering machine to a battery charger circuit. If the UPS fails or runs out of power, the answering
machine may be unable to record a caller's message because the battery charger circuit has failed.

An additional disadvantage of known telephone call answering systems is that it is impossible to
detect whether the telephone line is connected to a called party. In addition, many telephone service

providers charge a reduced rate if a call is connected to an answering machine, rather than to a
telephone set. If a caller calls a telephone number in a private residence, the caller may be charged
a rate that is less than the normal rate that a caller would be charged if a call had been placed to an
ordinary telephone set. Furthermore, if a call is connected to an answering machine when the party
receiving the call is not at home, it is unlikely that the person answering the call is aware that the
call is being connected to the answering machine and that the party who called is not at home. A

further disadvantage of known telephone answering systems is that they are incapable of monitoring
a telephone line for the presence of its called party. An answering machine receives a call from a

caller and a message is recorded. When the called party calls back, the answering machine should
automatically suspend recording the call so that the called party may record her own message to the

caller. However, the caller may attempt to determine when the called party will be available to
record a
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